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Welcome to the February edition of Grow With Us... First of all, | would like
to thank everyone who attended our 2™ Annual holiday Open House at Larson
Seeds between Christmas and New Years. [t was very well attended and it will
certainly be something that we continue as we move forward!

As we move through the winter, the weather has been very mild. However, it has
us all hoping for some good moisture to replenish our very dry soils. At Larson
Seeds, we have been very busy receiving seed and doing some soybean treatments.
Overall, our seed supply looks pretty good! We only have a few corn varieties that
appear to be a little short. With that said, I think that everything will be quite
manageable.

In this issue, pay close attention to Johnny's article on crop insurance. You will see
that we are going to have an informational meeting regarding changes in the crop
insurance programs for 2012. As Johnny states in his article, this is open to
everyone and you certainly don’t have to be a crop insurance customer of our
dealership to attend. We just think it will be very good information and it will be
valuable to everyone as they plan their crop insurance needs for 2012. This meeting
will be conducted by our company reps from ARMtech Insurance. These
individuals are very knowledgeable and should give everyone a better
understanding of the changes that are coming in 2012.

Also in this issue we have included pieces on the new products that are coming in

2013 (Off the Reckard) as well as some information regarding Nitrogen concerns
for this spring (Steve’s Corner). Enjoy the newsletter!

Jack



Off The RECKARD

NEW products to watch in the 2012 Field Trials

It is always great to listen to our product development people talk about the new products that we will
have coming thru the pipeline. Now | know that it is another year away before you will get to plant these
products on your farm but you can see them this year in the plots!

So here they are:

Asgrow Soybean Products
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Dekalb Corn Hybrids

AG 1233

AG1733

AG2433
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DKC53-56

DKC49-29

DKC42-42

An early group one maturity soybean variety with yield, yield, yield!
Good Phytophthora tolerance and standability.

A mid group one maturity soybean variety with excellent standability
and will go on your challenging soybean ground.

A late group two maturity soybean variety that acts earlier than it is
marked. Better yield than the AG2330 and AG2430 with good IDC.

NEW SMARTSTAX A “step- up” 103 day hybrid meaning it has outstanding yield
potential over similar hybrids in its maturity zone. Better stalk and roots and
improved Goss’ Wilt tolerance. Works well in corn on corn rotations.

NEW SMARTSTAX It has a better yield than hybrids in its 99 day maturity zone

and drier. Excellent roots and stalk with improved Greensnap rating. It will
respond well to high populations and will perform over a wide geography.

NEW SMARTSTAX A 92 day maturity hybrid that has good top end yield and is

better suited for your better, heavier soils. Good Greensnap rating with above
average roots and stalks. This hybrid can be planted further south in my
territory.

So here they are, just a few of the new products to watch this season, and you know Jack,
Johnny and Steve will be watching them for you as well! Don’t you just like something new!!

Have a great February and as always it is Off the Reckard

Ken Reckard



Larson Crop
Insurance

As my Dad stated in his article, we will be providing a Crop Insurance Q&A session on
FEBRUARY 20'™. We will have two separate sessions (10:00am-NOON & 12:30pm-2:30pm). With
the Crop Insurance Sales Closing Date of March 15™ we thought that it would be great to get
everyone’s questions answered before finalizing coverage levels, options, etc.. We encourage all of
you to come in and get your questions answered. We invite all of you to attend, no matter where
you get your Crop Insurance; this meeting is open to everyone! We will be serving lunch at each
session.

As many of you know, there is a new coverage option available in 2012 called Trend Adjusted APH
(TA-APH). This is a very intriguing product that can raise your APH on individual units for an
additional premium. We have begun quoting for the upcoming growing season and have found that
TA-APH could be a great fit into many insurance policies! With the commodity prices where they
are, it is important to lock in high guaranteed revenue returns on your farms. There are a lot of
variables that you cannot control, so it is very important to control the ones that you can!

It should be good news that after quoting a few policies for the upcoming season, we have noticed
that Premiums have gone down from 2011. We should see a 5-15% reduction from last year! This is
another reason to double check your coverage levels to see if another plan/level makes more sense.

If any of you have questions regarding your current plans, or have questions regarding any new
coverage options, give us a call. We will do our best to get your questions answered!

Johnny Larson

CROP INSURANCE KEY DATES

FEBRUARY 20"  Larson Crop Insurance Informational Seminar
Group 1-- 10AM-NOON
LUNCH
Group 2-- 12:30PM-2:30PM

MARCH 1™ Spring Price is set (Average price for February)
MARCH 15" Sales Closing Date (All changes must be made to new or renewed
policies)

*%*%Please let us know if you plan on attending our FEBRUARY 20" meeting and which session
would work best for you so that we can plan accordingly.
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STEVE' S CORNER

Nitrogen Management for Corn Acres

In Minnesota, corn is grown on more acres than any other crop. Minnesota ranks among the Top 5 nationally in corn
production. Economics are driving more acres of corn on corn than ever before, which raises concerns in regard to
Nutrient Management, Residue Management, Tillage Practices, etc...

Recent Winter Meetings have focused on fertilization for corn production. The thing to remember about raising corn
is that once potential yield is lost, it cannot be recovered. This is why nutrient management is incredibly important.
Discussions of Nitrogen management practices have concentrated on the timing and frequency of applications. The
best use of Nitrogen is to have N available to the plant as it is needed. A corn plant has the greatest uptake of Nitrogen
45-80 days after planting. (Knee high-shoulder high)

Timing the application helps to have N available when the plant needs it. This reduces the chance of loss due to
leaching or de-nitrification. If possible, the best situation would consist of 2/3 N application preplant and 1/3 N
application sidedressed before the plant reaches the V4 stage. Simply put, applying one pass of Nitrogen in the fall or
spring might not be enough. It is VERY important to watch Nitrogen levels throughout the growing season in order to
maintain a high yield potential. Our dealership will be doing numerous Nitrogen tests in test plots this year!

**We have a customer that can help you with any custom sidedress applications. Contact us for more details!!

Thank you,
Steve
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